
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE ALPINE WAY  Self-Guided Tour 
LEGEND: Fire Place (FP); Picnic Area (PA), Rest Area 
IRA): Vista Point (VP), Trout Fishing (TF). 
 
Km. 
0 Khancoban -- The Alpine Way starts here, the center of 
a rich pastoral district and population of over 1,500 people. 
1.3 Khancoban Creek 
1.5 Murray 11 Power Station turn off - 3.20 Km along this 
road brings you to the station     (- NOT open to the public) 
3.1 Kosciusko National Park boundary.  Over the next 20km 
you will see one of Australia’s largest “netting” projects to 
stabilize road cuttings. 
7.8 Murray 11 Pondage -- On your left, the pondage is 
situated at the junction of the Khancoban and Broken Back 
Creeks and forms the reservoir for Murray 11 Power station. 
8.8 Murray I Power Station -- the branch road to the left 
leads to the Station.  If you turn off here, don’t forget to make 
allowances with your trip meter.  Open for inspection each day,   

 
The Info Center is really worth a visit.  It has computer touch screens and working models that show you how the scheme works and its 
relationship with the Murray Darling system.  Guided Tours of this station are available at 11:00 am  and 2:00 pm.. 
16.2 Peppermint Forests -- the Alpine Way now leads through a forest largely composed of Peppermint Gums 
17.8 Geehi Walls -- To the right can be seen the Geehi Walls and behind them the Indi Range. The original supply route to Tom Groggin was 
over the Geehi Walls. This viewing point is Clews Ridge and the turn off to the right is a 4wd only track that takes you down to the late Major 
Clews Hut. 
19.2 Scammell's Spur Vista Point -- From this lookout over the valley of the Swampy Plains River and Geehi Camp, the peaks of the main 
range can be seen on a fine day.  Mt Kosciuszko (2228 mts) hides behind the second peak from the right.

 

27.1 Olsen's Lookout Turn-off (VP) -- 9.6 km. From this turn-off 
the rugged western face of the Main Range can be seen. 
31.0 Swampy Plains Rest Area (RA PA FP) --Here the road crosses 
the Geehi or Swampy Plains River. To your right is the Geehi Airstrip.  
If you turn off here, don’t forget to make allowances with your trip 
meter.  A drive down beside the airstrip will take you to one of the 
original stone huts that were used by the cattlemen as an access point 
for their summer leases.  Also if you want to see kangaroos, they are 
so used to tourists you can get very close. 
52.2 Tom Groggin (FP PA TF, IRA) -- The name of this area is not 
as is commonly thought, derived from a local or historical identity, but 
comes from the aboriginal word ‘tomarogin’ meaning water spider.  
The road runs parallel to the Murray River, the border between 
Victoria and N.S.W.  The area is actually a cattle station which dates 
back to the 1800s.  Also famous because the “Man from Snowy 
River”, Jack Riley managed the station for a part of his life and lived 
in a log cabin on the NSW side until he died in 1914.  He actually 
died, at the foot of Hermit Mt in a tin miner’s hut, while being carried 
in to Corryong on horseback. 

On the NSW side of the Station, which up until the 1970s was part of the Station, you can see one of the horse camps that are part of the Boardman 
Horse Trail that runs adjacent to the Alpine H/W from Geehi to Tom Groggin.  If you take the side track down to the camp, not the road going to 
the Station itself, apart from the facilities that have been provided for the horsemen there are two bronze cans which mark the grave of a young girl 
who drowned in the river in the 1850s, the other is the site of the original homestead also dating back to 1850.  
Just past the TOM Groggin Camping area there is a road to the right which has a boom across it.  About 3 kms walk in is where the “Man from 
Snowy River, Jack Riley’s hut is located. Again this site has been marked with a bronze plaque. 
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56.4 This barrier is used only when severe blizzards prevent the road being cleared particularly near Dead Horse Gap. 
60.1 Leatherbarrel Ck. (PA FP) -- In early summer a variety of plants and shrubs begin to flower 
63.2 Mixed Forest -- This mixed eucalypt forest includes several species of eucalypt including Mountain Gum and Candlebark. 
65.4 Rock Quarry -- The rock here is part of a belt of hard quartiles and softer phyllites and schists which run close to the summit and past 
Carruthers Peak, with a general NNE trend.  Please do not take rock specimens. 
65.9 Pilot Lookout -- The magnificent view is dominated by the Pilot, 1831.5m and the Cobberas 1834.5m which can be seen in the distance.  
The NSW/Vic border is between the two mountains 
70.0 Dead Horse Gap (FP) -- In this area occur brumbies' or wild horses and so the story goes that a mob of brumbies were caught in a wild 
storm.  They huddled together for warmth and in so doing trampled the snow creating an artificial corral, which became a trap that led to their 
demise. This gap is the divide between the Snowy and Murray River systems.  As you come through the gap you will see the cascades Trail 
branching off to the right.  The track leads to the Pilot wilderness and the source of the Murray. It is an arduous hiking track and those who use it 
need to be well prepared. 
76.6  Thredbo Village. -- The site of the village is leased by Kosciusko/Thredbo Ply Ltd.  The development at the area is control by the Park 
authorities. Chairlifts from the valley terminal lead to ski runs and walking tracks on the Ramshead Range 
85.0 Ngarigo Rest Area (RA PA FP TF) --,Ngarigo is the name of the aboriginal tribe which inhabited the Monaro Plains and the area East of 
the Great Divide. 
88.5 Thredbo Diggings Rest Area (RA PA FP TF) -- The turn off to the left takes you to a rest area beside the Crackenback,  The Bullocks 
Nature Track, starts and finishes at the Picnic area.  This track follow to Bullocks Hut and returns by another route.  It takes approx 2 hours 
88.9 Lubra Rocks -- On the range to your left you will see these rocks, a conspicuous outcrop 
95.2 Penderlea Saddle -- You can see the Ramshead Range in the distance. The Crackenback and Thredbo River runs parallel with the range, 
following a remarkably straight course to its junction with the Snowy River 
96.6 Penderlea -- Remains of the old Post Office can be seen on your right The old settlement was named after the Pendergast family 
99.0 Early Homestead -- The old stone building on the property to your right is typical of the building construction in the pioneer days of the 
Thredbo Valley  
108.0 The Alpine Way ends at the turn off the Kosciusko Road 3.2 km from Jindabyne 108 km from Khancoban 

Prepared by Richard Hubbard 0409 60761570. 

 


